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xi

Dear French student,

	Congratulations for choosing to study French, a language which will open 

many doors for you and be a special asset as you explore future educational 

and professional opportunities. Millions of people around the world, spread 

over five continents, speak French as a first or second language. While still 

in college, you may have the opportunity to study or travel in a French-

speaking country. Even without leaving the United States, you will be able to 

enjoy French-language films and international music of francophone origin, 

and you can discover the works of French artists, enjoy French cuisine, and 

follow the annual Tour de France. As your language skills expand, you may 

discover French-speaking students on your campus with whom to exchange 

conversation. 

	Welcome to Contacts: Langue et culture françaises. Whether you have 

already studied a little French before, or whether this is your first experience 

with this language, you will find that our program leads you in small gradual 

steps with clear explanations and provides numerous opportunities for practice 

and self-expression. 

	If we can offer one bit of advice, it is to listen to French as much as you 

can — in your room, in the media lab, when walking across campus. Think 

of each new lesson conversation as a new song or a new rap number. Listen 

to it so often that it becomes second nature and that you have no trouble 

understanding what is said. Speak along with the recording, or try lip synch. 

Once you get the music of French in your head, you won’t have to think about 

the rules very often: you will simply have a good feeling for what sounds right. 

Just as you do when speaking English.

	Bonne chance! Good luck! Enjoy your new endeavor!

To the Student: Bonjour!
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Bonjour, tout le monde!
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Leçon 1:

Bonjour!

Leçon 2:

Copain, copine

Leçon 3:

Ça va?

UNITÉ 1

Rencontres francophones
Ask your International Student Office for the names 
of students from French-speaking countries. With 
your classmates, reach out to greet these students 
and help them feel at home on your campus.
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4  Unité 1  Leçon 1 

OBJECTIVES
◗◗ To greet people

◗◗ To introduce oneself

◗◗ To count from  
0 to 12

◗◗ To know the French 
alphabet

◗◗ To tell time in hours

LEÇON 1  Bonjour!

Bonjour.
Je m’appelle Nicolas.
Je suis français.
Je suis de Toulouse.

Salut.
Je m’appelle Mélanie.
Je suis canadienne.
Je suis de Québec.

Four students at the École des Beaux-Arts de Paris introduce themselves.
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CD1–2

Salut.
Je m’appelle Laura.
Je suis française.
Je suis de Paris.

Bonjour.
Je m’appelle Pierre.
Je suis canadien.
Je suis de Montréal.
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Unité 1  Leçon 1    5

	1	 Bonjour  	
Choose a classmate and introduce yourselves to each other.

•  Say hello.

•  Give your name.

•  Say what city you are from.

	2	 Conversation  	
Choose another classmate.

•  Greet him/her casually.

•  Ask his/her name.

•  Ask where he/she is from.

•  Say you will see him/her soon.

Pour communiquer: Présentations

how to say hello and good-by 
Bonjour!	 Hello!	 Bonjour, monsieur.
Salut!	 Hi!	 Bonjour, madame.
		  	 Bonjour, mademoiselle.

Au revoir.	 Good-by.
Salut!	 Bye!
À bientôt.	 See you soon.

how to introduce oneself 
Je m’appelle...	 My name is . . .	 Je m’appelle Mélanie.
Je suis de...	 I am from . . .	 Je suis de Paris.

Comment t’appelles-tu?	 What’s your name?
D’où es-tu?	 Where are you from?

Abréviations

M.	 Monsieur
Mme	 Madame
Mlle	 Mademoiselle

Note culturelle
La formalité

The French tend to be more formal than the Americans in their relationships with other people. For 
instance, adults generally address one another as Monsieur, Madame, and Mademoiselle. They do 
not use first names unless they are close friends or members of the same family. Similarly, students 
greet their teachers by saying Bonjour, monsieur (madame, mademoiselle), rather than just 
Bonjour. However, with their friends and fellow students they use the informal expression Salut.
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6  Unité 1  Leçon 1 

	3	 Au Club international  	
Students from different countries are gathering at the International  
Club. Play the role of one of the following students and introduce  
yourself, giving your name, nationality, and city of origin.

❉❉ Stéphanie (Montréal) 
Salut! Je m’appelle Stéphanie. 
Je suis canadienne.  
Je suis de Montréal.

	4	 Nationalités  	
Give the nationalities of the following people, using il or elle, as appropriate.

❉❉ Paul McCartney  Il est anglais.

1.	 Céline Dion	 5.	 Juliette Binoche	 9.	 la reine (queen) Elizabeth
2.	 Britney Spears	 6.	 Johnny Depp	 10.	 Lady Gaga
3.	 Pierre Cardin	 7.	 Elton John	 11.	 Eminem
4.	 Jennifer Aniston	 8.	 Tom Cruise	 12.	 le prince William

Pour communiquer: La nationalité 

how to indicate one’s nationality

Je suis...	 I am . . .	 Je suis français.
Tu es...?	 You are . . . ?	 Tu es américain?

		  	
		  Il est... (He is . . .)	 Elle est... (She is . . .)

	
français	 française

	
anglais	 anglaise

	
américain	 américaine

	
canadien	 canadienne

➔	� Names of nationalities have two forms: they are masculine or feminine depending on 
whether they refer to a man or a woman. These forms often have different pronunciations.

Marc (Québec)
Marie (Manchester)

Pierre (Toulouse)
Denise (Toronto)
Eric (Liverpool)

Isabelle (New York)
Kevin (Chicago)

Amélie (Bordeaux)
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Unité 1  Leçon 1    7

	5	 Personnes célèbres  	
Pronounce the names of these famous French people.

Catherine Deneuve 
(actrice)

Charles de Gaulle 
(président)

Louis Pasteur  
(biologiste)

Maurice Ravel  
(compositeur)

Henri Matisse 
(artiste)

Édith Piaf 
(chanteuse)

Victor Hugo 
(poète)

Coco Chanel 
(couturière)

Some letters in French are not pronounced, especially when they come at the end of a word. 
The following letters are usually silent:
•  h in all positions

Répétez:  Henri  Thomas  Nathalie  Arthur  Élisabeth  hôtel  théâtre
•  final -e

Répétez:  Louise  Denise  Philippe  Stéphane  anglaise  française 
•  final -s

Répétez:  Louis  Denis  Nicolas  Charles  Paris  anglais  français
•  other final consonants

Répétez:  Richard  Margot  Roger  Saint-Tropez  Strasbourg  Bordeaux
exceptions: final -c, -k, -f, -l are pronounced, and sometimes -r

Répétez:  Éric  Marc  Patrick  Michel  Paul  actif  Victor  bonjour

Prononciation: Les lettres muettes (Silent letters)CD1–3
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8  Unité 1  Leçon 1 

	6	 Allô!  	
Give your phone numbers, using single digits.

❉❉ 617-962-1284  le six - un - sept - neuf - six - deux - un - deux - huit - quatre

•  numéro de téléphone 

•  numéro de portable

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
zéro un deux trois quatre cinq six sept huit neuf dix onze douze

	 A	 B	 C	 D	 E	 F	 G	 H	 I	 J	 K	 L	 M	
	 a	 bé	 cé	 dé	 e	 effe	 gé	 ache	 i	 ji	 ka	 elle	 emme

	 N	 O	 P	 Q	 R	 S	 T	 U	 V	 W	 X	 Y	 Z
	enne	 o	 pé	 ku	 erre	 esse	 té	 u	 vé	 double vé	 ixe	 i grec	 zède

French uses accents and spelling marks that do not exist in English. These marks are part of 
the spelling and cannot be left out.
•	 In French there are four accents that may appear on vowels.

l’accent aigu (acute accent)	 Cécile, Mélanie	 café
l’accent grave (grave accent)	 Michèle, Hélène	 collège
l’accent circonflexe (circumflex)	 Jérôme	 hôtel, dîner
le tréma (dieresis)	 Noël, Anaïs	 naïf

•	 One spelling mark is used with a consonant: it occurs under the letter “c.”
la cédille (cedilla)	 François	 français

Les nombres de 0 à 12

L’alphabet français

Les signes orthographiques (Spelling marks)

CD1–4

CD1–5

CD1–6

	7	 Réservations  	
You are phoning to make a hotel reservation in Paris. Identify yourself and spell your last  
name in French.

❉❉ Je m’appelle Nicole Smith: S - M - I - T - H
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Unité 1  Leçon 1    9

Pour communiquer: L’heure

how to talk about time (in hours)
Quelle heure est-il?	 What time is it?
Il est...	 It is . . . 
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une 
heure

huit 
heures

deux 
heures

neuf 
heures

trois 
heures

dix 
heures

quatre 
heures

onze 
heures

cinq 
heures

midi

six
heures

minuit

sept
heures

how to distinguish between a.m. and p.m.
du matin	 in the morning	 Il est dix heures du matin.
de l’après-midi	 in the afternoon	 Il est deux heures de l’après-midi.
du soir	 in the evening	 Il est neuf heures du soir.

In telling time, the number and the word heure(s) are pronounced together as a single 
expression. 

une heure  deuxzheures  troiszheures  quatre heures  cinqkheures  sixzheures

septheures  huitheures  neufvheures  dixzheures  onze heures

Prononciation: L’heureCD1–7

	8	 Quelle heure est-il?  	
Ask your partner what time it is.

❉❉ — Quelle heure est-il? 
— Il est quatre heures.

1.	 	 2.	 	 3.	

4. 	 5.	 	 6.	

	9	 Matin ou soir?  	
Give the following times in French, indicating morning, afternoon, or evening.

❉❉ 9 a.m.  Il est neuf heures du matin.
1.  10 a.m.      2.  1 p.m.      3.  8 p.m.      4.  7 a.m.      5.  9 p.m.      6.  5 p.m.
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